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RECOMMENDATION OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE BISHOP OF TRENTON, N. J. 
Dear Reverend Mother: 

I am indeed pleased to recommend most heartily the Apostolic work of the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. You are laboring in your own quiet way, and in accordance 
with the wishes of our Holy Father, Pius XII, gloriously reigning, solely that Our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, may be better known and better loved by those for whom he gave 
His life on the Cross that all men might have life, and have it more abundantly. 

Any assistance given you will be rewarded by the Saviour Himself, who has promised: 
“Whosoever shall give a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, amen, I say to you, 
he shall not lose his reward.” I am sure such a labor of love needs no further commendation 
to the good priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Trenton. 

Wishing you every blessing in your noble work, I beg to remain, 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


ya MOSES E. KILEY, 
Bishop of Trenton. 


How to Help the Missions 


PRAYER: —without the grace of God the Missionaries could do nothing whatever for the salvation of 


souls. By praying for them you bring down God's blessing upon them and their apostolic 
labors. 


SUFFERINGS: —To unite one’s sufferings, trials and hardships to those of Jesus on the Cross and 
offer them for the salvation of pagan and Mohammedan souls. 


ALMS:-—If no one would support the Missionaries they could again do nothing. 


8 GOOD WAYS OF HELPING 
THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A SISTER 


$125.00 
pot NO OPA E oc) @ lw oO). ) an 40.00 
TO RANSOM A YOUNG GIRL FOR A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE .....0.000.....-.-2000-0000----- 20.00 
SC a nN NN co wantnesedeshcipsloniaiapbaniscsldiwbocainnanonidbcnes Pecans eaiiksncavecdoes 5.00 
Led te ge BIC tip 6) UF ls: ; canna neE 2.00 
TO PROVIDE BREAD FOR A CHULD MONTHLY —.....___........ 1.00 
TO CLOTHE A CHILD FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION .....00.0-.-...-co-csc-c-seceseceeeserees 1.00 
TO KEEP A SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING FOR A MONTH ................. ecteeasaretceaie 1.00 
Is not one of these ways according to your means? 
SPIRITUAL ADVANTAGES ee - 
Three Masses are said monthly for the 
living and deceased benefactors of the Con- CONTENTS 
gregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Page 
Lady of Africa. Moreover, they share in the . 
prayers and apostolic labors of over thirteen 70th Anniversary sesseceres 
hundred White Sisters, who are working in S Kiddi 69 
the African Missions; and in the prayers and oe ees Mee eo 
acts of self denial that the Natives, so willing- The Th M 7I 
ly, offer up daily for their benefactors. —— a * tel bane 
wees Doings of the Guilds alien) 
y avoid the Ferme yh emma A aay pean 
notify us immediately of a change o ress. you 
do not, the postal authorities will tax us for their The Virtues of Guy De Fontgalland 75 


notification. 


THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. An- 


nual subscription, $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office of Metucher 
New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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70th Anniversary 
1869 - 1939 


URING the month of September, the Church 
celebrates the birthday of Our Blessed 
Mother, it also marks out the birth of the 

Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa, ‘“White Sisters,’ which was Sep- 
Cardinal Lavigerie tember 8th, 1869. 


Founded by Cardinal Lavigerie who was a 
great man, one of the most outstanding of the nineteenth century, and like many such, 
when he loved it was with a consuming passion: Africa was his bride — "I love Africa 
and everything about her, her past and her future, her mountains, her clear sky, her 
sun and the long lines of her deserts.’ He loved Christ and he loved Africa — and 
to bring them together the White Sisters were founded to help the White Fathers. 


| Venerable Mother Salome who was chosen by His Eminence as its first Superior 
General was beset by many difficulties and trials, but her strong character combined 

with her heroic zeal, generously surmounted all these impediments and the little seed 
grew, flourished and developed under her wise and prudent government. 


| Though the field of its apostolate is confined to Africa, the Congregation was to 
} 
| 


Mother Marie Salome 


be composed of women not of one but of any and all nationalities, a Catholic not 
a National Congregation. From its very beginning the Congregation was intended to 
be international. Its members are recruited from America and nearly all the nations 
of Europe. 


The aspirants to the White Sisters make their postulate in their own respective 
country, for to-day: United States, Canada, England, France, Germany, Belgium, Hol- 
land and Algiers have their own postulate and some of these countries their own no- 
vitiate, where the religious training is completed. 


In the first year of Lavigerie’s episcopate in Africa, Algeria was devastated by a 
succession of disasters; cholera, locusts, drought, flood. The country was swarming 
with starving people and orphaned children and practically nothing was done for 

(Continued on Page 74) 
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1929 A Decade Has Passed 1939 


A DECADE has passed since a band of Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
was benevolently received in the diocese of Trenton, at Metuchen, N. J., to estab- 
lish our first convent in the United States. 


Looking back on this decade it reminds us the sympathy and co-operation our 
Congregation and little Community of Metuchen have received from the Bishops of 
Trenton and other Archdioceses and Dioceses as well as the help of the priests, sisters 
and members of the laity, especially the Benefactors and Members of the Guilds and 
Mission Circles. 


Your prayers, sacrifices, donations and works are counted by ‘He to whom noth- 
ing is unknown.” He has already given the reward by sending graces of conversions 
on the African populations. 

We render thanks to God and our numerous and sincere friends who have stood 
by us and helped in our moments of dire needs, they are also remembered in our 
daily prayers and sacrifices. 


Furthermore, 1939 marks the opening of a postulate at Metuchen to receive postu- 


lants and train them for this noble work and help us reap the souls whilst “Africa's 
hour is striking.” 
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ERY LITTLE has been 
related about the Su- 
danese tribes confided 
to the care of the White 
Sisters. May we intro- 
duce our Samo Kid- 
dies to their benevo- 
lent friends across the 
Ocean. 

When a Samo baby 
is born, it immediately 
undergoes a thorough 
rubbing from head to foot, not with soap 
and water, but with sand dust. Then it 
is laid down flat on a mat, covered with 
rags and very nearly smothered by the 
heat, for it is placed quite close to a fire, 
which according to customs must be con- 
stantly kept ablaze no matter how hot the 
season, this is part of the birthday 
ceremony. 

Forty-eight hours atter birth, the grand- 
mother, or some other aged matron, takes 
the child in hand, and holds it tight be- 
tween her knees, so tight, that the little 
creature cannot move a limb. In this 
uncomfortable position, a very hot decoc- 
tion of weeds is poured into its mouth, and 
the little one is obliged to swallow it to 
its discomfort, such a great quantity that 
it is ready to burst like a balloon. The 
grandmother then takes hold of her little 
pet, (for in reality she loves it dearly) by 
the arms and gives it such a shaking as 
though she were filling a sack of potatoes. 
This done, she lays the child on a mat 
again where it generally falls asleep ex- 
hausted by such energetic treatment. 


My Dish is 
. Almost Empty!!! 


THE SAMO k 


Many a little Samo is too delicate to 
endure such an ordeal and dies a few 
days or weeks after. No one frets over 
it. It is simply hidden under a heap of 
ashes behind the family hut, and no more 
is said about it. At least such was the 
custom before the White Fathers went to 
evangelize these poor Blacks. The same 
custom still exists among the pagans at 
present. The babies that do pull through 
such rough handling grow up into well 
built, strong boys and girls, as the Samo 
children generally appear to be. 

A week later, when only 20 days old, 
the child is flung across its mother’s back 
and there it is rocked to and fro, up and 
down, according to the women’s occupa- 
tions, all the while its little nose keeps 
bumping against its mother’s back. No 
wonder the Samos have such wide and 
ilat noses. The little one soon gets used 
to this sort of rocking and sleeps as 
soundly as our babies would in a cozy 
cradle. 

When the black baby is a year old, it 
has enough of being tied up with a strap 
under its arms, so it tries to slip off and 
down to the ground. The mother lets it, 
and once free, the littlke Darky commences 
exercises of equilibrium, and finally man- 
ages to stand up on its still unsteady little 
legs. Then it begins to crawl about from 
one hut to another and io taste the neigh- 
bor's “ou” (sort of porridge). 

It even makes its early appearance at 
the Mission station and the Sisters gen- 
erally have a crowd of such youngsters 
playing on their verandas and watching 

them at work for whole hours at 
a time. When the Sisters pass 
by, they say a few words to each, 
and the little ones are delighted. 
Sometimes the Sisters have some 
sweets or other edible to give 
away, useless to say, the babies 
feast most heartily. 

The Samo youngsters are very 
intelligent, lively, strong, and good 
hearted. Once acquainted with 
the Missionaries they become 
very affectionate and love to come 
to school not to stay however, for 
they are tco lively to sit still in a 
classroom, but to see and be near 
ihe Sister. They do like to learn 
but they cannot subject them- 
selves to school discipline; open 
air being their sole attraction. 
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KIDDIES... 


+ sanienaaaliind 


Samo kiddies cannot live 
indoors. They are very fond 
of paying a visit to the Sis- 
ter in charge of the Dispen- 
sary. Even very young boys 
and girls go and ask for 
medicine for themselves and 
their relatives. 


One day, a five year old 
Peter, whose father is pre- 


paring for Baptism walked 
up, conducting his younger 
sister, to the Infirmarian and 
asked for some medicine for her saying 
she was ill. The Sister prepared some- 
thing in a cup and handed it over to the 
little girl, but Peter immediately took the 
cup himself, and pretended to sip it, then 
he said most sweetly: “Drink, Jane, it is 
nice, and will do you good.” 


This same little fellow was asked at 
catechism: ‘Where do the souls go after 
death?” 


“They go to judgement, Peter replied 
without the least hesitation, and if they 
have been good, they go into God's own 
house; but if they have been wicked, God 
throws them into the fire.” 


Another little chap had to undergo a 
very painful dressing of a sore finger. His 
mother who had to hold his arm could not 
refrain from weeping; but the brave little 
boy looked up at her and said: “Don't 
cry, Mamma, don't cry,” and courageous- 
ly allowed the Sister to continue her pain- 
ful duty. 


When the Sisters are at prayer in 
church, it frequently happens that several 
little Samos 2, 3, or 4 years old, rush in 
to pray in their own fashion before the 
Tabernacle. They bow down to 
salute Jesus” and so low that 
they very often go head over 
heels, but they pick themselves 
up gravely, make a big sign of 
the Cross, recite what prayers 
they know and then toddle away 
as fast as their little legs can car- 
ry them for fear of losing a breath 
of fresh air or missing a game 
with their fellow playmates. 
Surely our Blessed Lord is well 
pleased with such visits, for the 
litle Samos are dear to Him, 
dark and wild as they are. 


At the age of 6 the Samo boy 
70 


Just a Winter Sport — 


enters social life and becomes a shepherd. 
He begins to conduct goats, sheep and 
donkey far from home in search of some 
rare pasturage. When a favorable spot 
is reached, the young shepherd lets his 
tlock roam, and he joins other boys of 
his age who generally are to be met on 
the same errand. 


They go hunting together, and after 
what? . . .. snakes, lizards, rats, in fact 
anything they come across that has life 
in it and that they can master. All sorts 
of insects are dainties for them; they soon 
find enough to make a meal which they 
appreciate just as much as you American 
boys and girls care for turkey and cran- 
berry sauce. 


How they make cheese: a boy digs a 
hole in the ground and covers it over with 
a gazelle or goat skin, one little fellow 
jumps on the back of a goat and holds 
it fast until another boy has milked it. 
Another runs to gather wild berries called 
mara’; they squeeze the juice of these 
into the milk which coagulates in a few 
moments and it's ready to be served to 


the company. ( Continued on page 74) 


Sudanese Girls Appreciate Your Help. 


ee 
“aaa sagen 
—— on -. 
vf he te oa 
LS \ - a a ee 
ey eo ae Rous cidautmetusnd Seemeet a thal, as oe s f ek) ey eal 
| peer ae Ve he oat a, | ag 
a. a Lak) / - eS Py or ty \ ae’ id 7 caw D ae Be 
Yee rf 4 A ys No ppt ebb is oe ee Ben} a : 
ny EES ee We ia 4 as, Pe ae S35 TOES, amt Ke Sha. ‘ | tae, So 
+ Beg Sie «Ase Sas: a “¢ “al ye Bw -. oo Ee ane 
} , ar hc ee Meagan * 3 gga? aE ee” 4 ota’ Do: 
ee tememimaerers ST i yl le wer 
nS aoe SS ee te Bee 
ee ee eS . Joe 
—— vars Ay ; ' NR A rs: ae es ae 
+ 4 — en oe rh = ‘ 5 ee ‘ 
a ~ SR a on. OG 
Be. ~ i ie . < ¢ ¥ ~~ = > ~- ‘ mead Bris 
* ° in J : - + ’ ai ee 
j a | : ¥ = ae =" Ne ‘Sian 
" : oe a “: io ~~ 2 : ie 
eS P oe > ee 
hee -. SoS, te en a ies ae = Sa Se 
eg . —_ ae a Es oes es. FS, ee oe : 
| aaa z Sz - _ . eta ‘i - 
| cea ees p . oer & * wis is 
a aap ’ ‘ ee 3 : Des 
_ Ries. ete 
eric aa 
a 
ae 
= o 
Tee, e 
pe B 
es . 
Kan 
Se 
See 
| et 
< as 
} ma ola 
by eas: 
i: ae 
Gt ae 
Vee ore 
eS x 
ors ig Py 
Geers 
ee 
. ae 
. = 
a 
ae a, 
cos 
Bee 
Beate 
ee 
eee 
bee = . i * 
ES eel 
1S Aaa eee 
Se 
ee Pee, pie 
a FT PAPAL age? 
‘. Sow -) - By 6 Mah. b . ‘ a ot ‘ aan 
WEY oe vs ye ie he kg fy a SAS » ~ ae eueen= 
Ne a oe ie, Tie A 1) PORNO. RAS a8 xs So ee 
aN Na SE alae Pa USS aes 
AY Ss . a AP Sb LGR ATE fy A WAL MS Ww We SS a king. 
ve eS ‘ F oy ti APE i W, : ~~. Se ~*~ AY ¥ Be ~ ine pie 
S\N Se ee ee Ns Re ee) 
Ma . * ee Aa ee g “SPA. + Saree ® 
p ‘ y " » ol IS oe 
. ~~ ery: sree 
\ SAN NY SS & So a * ae 
. 4 ty ‘ - eae 7 
y ats Y i ‘ ee a Fs 
> iy , te i) 4 mS 4. ’ es , ‘ oa val 
* ‘ iS ‘ a ‘2 pts _ ee Wig 
a * ‘ > + + k es 8 ee * es 
, ° 4 i ; 12 fi : eee 
: ae B i a ei (ae “ae 
, ee pi. 4 t 4 el Ree 
£ i * Se <4 — ae =“ Pe a ee Bi 
3 . : * & eos Mh 
te ee | ¥ . ie ces. 
—_ % ‘e. +e j e one 
oe P “a the 3 : ‘ SERENE a os 
we ae. ‘ a ie Paar) eg | ca witond cf 8 eis 
naa ved ral — a [a ie see 
“f re ee f Me ‘ pels  ee9 a ge eS 4 | Bese ie 
| ee Eo 
7 
. : ee ee 
ee a. 4 
ig tic Rees aS 
ae Bier: aes 


HE FIRST STONE.— She seemed to 

have fallen from heaven. One Dec- 

ember afternoon some years ago, 
when the country was well nigh laid 
waste by famine, she was seen loitering 
near the Convent, exhausted. Her very 
appearance was a stronger evidence of 
hunger and misery than the confused 
words that her livid lips 
could scarcely utter: “J 
am hungry. Give me some- 
thing to eat.’’ Her hunger 
a little appeased, she lay in 
a heap at the edge of the 
ditch, broken with fatigue 
and old age, and seeming- 
ly unaware of the kindly 
advise proffered as to the 
approach of night: “It is 
nightfall. If you do not hur- 
ry, you will be in danger of 
being caught by a leopard.” 

At last she spoke her 
thoughts, saying in a quite 
convinced tone: “But I 
thought you would give me 
a lodging, since I came so 
far to find you.” 

And indeed, with such a 
conviction, we could but endeavor to find 
her a shelter for one day at least. But, 
where? On the hill-side there was a de- 
serted thatched hovel, poor and narrow, 
where passing shepherds sought shelter 
for a night — it would now harbor this 
wreck of humanity. The old woman took 
such a liking to it, however, that she made 
it her permanent abode. Her name was 
Nyiramatabaro. 

Next morning she stood at the Mission 
door in the most matter-of-fact way and 
said: “I have come for my milk!” And 
this became a daily occurrence. A mat, 
a jug, a little wood completed the furnish- 
ing. Nyiramatabaro was at home. 

The Second Stone. — Famine makes 
vagabonds abound. A few days later 
the Mission door step was again occupied. 
This time by a poor girl with big, sorrow- 
ful eyes, who had dragged herself thus 
far on her knees, for ghastly sores pre- 
vented her from walking. Where was 
she from? No one knew. What did she 
want? It was only too evident. . . and 
that is why, after giving her some food, 
we tried to look away, heartbroken at 
feeling so helpless. If only we had a 


The First Mary Practiced 
Catholic Action. 


refuge! Some sort of a house in which to 
lodge all this wandering misery lost on 
the road-side. But what could be done? 
Where could we lodge this poor wretch 
who had no healthy spot on her body? 
So the exhortations had to be repeated: 
"Go home, night is falling.” They have 
turned me out of my home because I am 
ill. (She was epileptic). 
Sometimes I fall into the 
fire and burn myself.” As 
she spoke she raised her 
one sound hand to chase 
away the flies that had set- 
tled on her sores. That 
night we allowed her to 
spend in a school room, but 
the next day found her re- 
solved to stay on. So we 
took her to Nyiramatabaro, 
whose welcome was not ex- 
actly cordial. ‘‘In my 
house? That girl? In any 
case she will not have my 
milk.” We had to be both 
severe and persuasive at 
the same time to obtain en- 
trance into the hut for the 
newcomer, whose name 
was Kankera. 

Next day the granny came earlier than 
usual with the request, or rather, the de- 
mand: “Give me some milk for my child. 
Do come and dress her sores, otherwise 
she will die.” What had moved this 
pagan heart? At any rate the transforma- 
tion was irrevocable, and Nyiramatabaro 
proved to be the best of grandmothers! 

Marira.— Kankera’s sores healed grad- 
ually, and her face lost its pinched and 
starved look. The day came when she 
who had dragged herself so painfully to 
our door, came on another's behalf. ‘The 
old woman is very ill,” she said, “she is 
dying.” 

And very ill indeed she was. Huddled 
upon her mat before the hut, her wasted 
limbs were exposed to the sun, she seem- 
ed at the point of death. Every fit of 
coughing shook her feeble frame, and 
threatened to be the end of her. Kneeling 
at her side, the Sister spoke gently of God 
and of grace, of death and Heaven. At first 
astonished, then docile, Nyiramatabaro 
nodded assent and begged for that which 
would open Heaven to her. The baptis- 
mal flow made her Maria, a child of God, 


The Three Marys - “How a Ref 
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Refuge in Need was Founded” 


and a medal of Our Lady took the place 
ot the pagan amulets she used to wear. 

“You hear,’ repeated the Sister, ‘your 
name is now Maria.” 

'Muko, muko” (All right), she repeated, 
“Tam Marira.” Efforts to make her say it 
properly were useless. She had called 
herself Marira and continued doing so, 
and everybody else did so too, for con- 
trary to all expectation, she recovered 
from this attack and became more active 
ihan before! 

Cloudless Days.— Some weeks later 
Marira re-appeared at the Mission, her 
toothless mouth smilling her gratitude, 
and when the Sisters spoke of God's 
goodness to His children, she made a 
clumsy sign of the Cross. We tried to 
teach her the Hail Mary, but her old 
memory rebelled. Energetic expressions 
of conpunction were mingled with the 
Angelical Salutation, and Marira’s prayer 
was something like this: ‘Hail full of 
grace, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost; all the sins I have committed (the 
list would follow), I will not commit them 
any more. I am baptized, and I am a 
Christian.” Then, changing her 
tone: ‘Give me some tobacco 
for my pipe.” 

On fine, sunny days she sat 
in the middle of the court yard 
and sorted beans, or drove a- 
way with hand and voice, the 
hens that wandered from their 
shed. One day she was pre- 
sented with a new garment for 
herself and another for “her 
child.” At first mute with sur- 
prise and joy, she suddenly 
sprung to her feet, and with the 
agility of bygone days, per- 
formed the prettiest dance in 
the world to prove her satisfact- 
ion and show her gratitude. 


Sister Mary St. Patrice, W. S. 


yy 
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fits of epilepsy had not ceased. When- 
ever occasion offered, the White Sisters 
would try to speak of religion, but this she 
would never take up, or at most, say she 
was a Christian at heart. At times she 
would change the subject, or pospone to 
when she could walk. 

One day, tired of her infirmity, she per- 
formed the operation from which the Sis- 
ter had shrunk. With a little iron knife, 
she made a large and deep incision in 
her knee! The flesh was opened, her leg 
stretched, and she stood up, triumphant. 
Her daring act had both saved and lost 
her! She recovered more or less the use 
of her leg, and could walk with a stick. 
But as soon as she could walk the old 
adventurous spirit returned, and when in- 
vited to go to Catechism, she refused 
bluntly, and soon after, disappeared, leav- 
ing Marira alone. 

The very day that Kankera left us, a 
woman with a huge sore on her ankle 
fainted at the dispensary and could not 
be brought round. No one knew who 
she was. When a little improvement was 
obtained, a White Father baptized her 
conditionally, and called her 
Mary. For several days she 
lay as one dead. Then she 
rallied a little. 

She told us later, that she 
had come from far because she 
knew the Sisters were kind and 
clever nurses: “I am alone in 
the world. Keep me, I will do 
what you wish,” she pleaded. 

We did not hesitate to keep 
her. She came providentially 
to fill Kankera's place and soon 
found a mother in Marira. 

A Third Mary.— Wind and 
rain were rapidly demolishing 
the old thatched shelter, it was 
daily more and more delapi- 


A Defection— Kankera's Marie and Baby dated. Obviously a new shel- 
sores were healed, but left her Depend on ter must be found. So a new 
infirm. One leg was doubled Catholic Action. hut was built a little further up 


up beneath her so that she 

could not stand upright. She was other- 
wise well built and strong, and would 
pull herself about with the help of her 
hands. She was looked upon by the pa- 
gans, as something inhuman. She would 
often complain of this infirmity that pre- 
vented her using her strength. She want- 
ed to work like old Marira, although her 
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the hill, and one evening the 
two Marys took possession of it when the 
sun was setting. Soon enough Marira 
was proclaimed mistress and queen of the 
new home. 

While they were moving, a woman 
with a baby on her back was looking on. 
She saw the joy of the occupants of the 

( Continued on page 75 ) 
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JERSEY CITY. N. J. The election of officers of 
the Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild was held 
recently. Miss Elizabeth Coleman was elected pres 
ident and will be assisted by Miss Gertrude O'Neill 
as Secretary and Miss Helen Boland as Treasurer. 

The Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, 
the White Sisters, express to the retiring President, 
Miss Margaret Doud and other officers their gratitude 
for their generous and untiring interest in the direc- 
tion and success of the Guild. Miss Doud with Miss 
O'Neill aided by their zealous mothers have been 
the foundresses of this active Guild. 

Miss Coleman has been a very active and co- 
operative Promoter in the past, which demonstrates 
a continued progress is in store for the future, with 
the help of Miss Boland and Miss O'Neill. 

The Sisters had the pleasure of having as their 
guests the Promoters who have shown great en 
thusiasm and zeal! to help the needy Missions of 
Africa. 

The Guild enrollment has fallen off due to sick 
ness, death and sundry other causes, but it is the 
hope of the new officers and promoters to stage a 
real drive for new members in order to bring back 
the enrollment to its original status. 

It is remarkable how lively the Mission interest 
is with the members of this club. They bring along 
their dues and reports faithfully and regularly. We 
are sure that God will bless their efforts for the 
Missions and will bless abundantly their own lives. 


HARTFORD CONN.: Here is another Guild that 
sends along their dues and has a great interest in 
the Medical Missions of Africa. Several boxes of 
valuable medicines and instruments have been col- 
lected and forwarded by Miss McSweeney and her 
zealous members. May this Guild which is in its 
infancy grow and help us lead many souls to Christ. 
Our sincere thanks for their generosity. 


VERNON, N. Y.: One of these Guilds silently and 


faithfully working is the Mission Guild of Vernon,: 


N. Y., under the direction of Mrs. Korman and her 
zealous promoter Miss Bartell, with the encourage- 
ment of the mission minded Pastor, Reverend May. 
The members have not only sent in their dues but 
have busied themselves making dresses for our 
little First Communicants. The White Sisters send 
a prayerful greeting for continued success in the 


_ helping to lead litle ones to Our Eucharistic 
ing. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y.: The White Sisters are looking 
forward to hear from the Mission Guild organized 
by Miss McGennis and her zealous members, who 
have already sent in their dues for the Missions. We 
trust after the holidays to witness their faithful and 
regular interest in the African Missions. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y.: Under the direction of Mrs. 
Maron, President of a Mission Guild, the White 
Sisters have been able to present our little First 
Communicants dainty little dresses which brought 
joy to these innocent souls. To them we are very 
grateful and we are looking forward to another 
meeting of the Members at the Convent. 


Doings of the Guilds 
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LOWELL, MASS.: The first meeting of Our Lady 
of Africa Mission Circle founded recently to help the 
White Sisters of Africa, was held at the home of its 
Vice-President, Miss Stella Paradis. More than sixty 
members already make up the nucleus, and with 
the Mission spirit prevailing in this Catholic city, 
we look forward to great doings from this Guild. 

The following meeting will be October 17th at the 
Franco-American Educational Association Home. To 
the President, Miss Biron, the Officers, also to each 
member the Missionaries express their great ac 
knowledgement and best wishes for success in this 
Mission enterprise. 


LOUISVILLE, O.: Thanks to the Louisville Mission 
Group for their interest in the adoption of a little 
African and his upkeep, may this zealous Mission 
band lead their little Christian to the priesthood 
where he in return will offer the Sacrifice of all 
sacrifices for them. 


PORT HOOD, NOVA SCOTIA: Though far away 
these Mission Guilds are dear to us for their faithful 
and regular contribution to our Missions. . 

The President, Mrs. MacDonnell, for the past years 
has worked for the benefit of the Missions. It has 
not been easy with the depression, but in spite of 
all, the members have kept up their efforts and 
done their bit for God and His needy. 


MULGRAVE, N. S.: Under the presidency of Mrs. 
Parris, the Mission Guild has kept on in a silent 
but constant way to pay their dues and enable us 
to send more help to the Missions. 


REDFORD, N. Y.: Our Lady of Africa Garment 
Guild founded recently has proved a great success 
and very helpful to the Missions. Its aim is to 
provide clothing or the necessary funds to clothe our 
poor Africans especially our First Communicants. 

Mrs. Hanlon and her members have sent in 
dozens of little frocks and have brought many a 
smile to our little black children in their miserable 
huts. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y.: Under the direction of Mrs. 
Lang, her Mission Club has brought great joy to 
our little negroes at the sight of the dainty frocks 
sent by these zealous friends of the Missions. 


ALDENVILLE, MASS.: Mrs. L. Bergeron and her 
friends have proved generous benefactors for this 
great cause. Most valuable were the boxes sent 
in by them. They have made more than one happy 
little Darky. 


WE ARE PROUD OF ALL OUR CLUBS WHO 
ARE WORKING AND HELPING US TO SUPPORT 
OUR WORKS. OUR SINCERE THANKS FOR THE 
RESULTS ALREADY ATTAINED. MAY GOD BLESS 
AND PROSPER THEM FOR HiS GREATER GLORY. 
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70th Anniversary, 1869 - 1939 


( Concluded from page 68 ) 


them, as a policy of neutrality towards the Moslems had been imposed by French 
The Cardinal reversed this policy and inaugurated a strong movement of 


authorities. 


assimilation and conversion by building and somehow maintaining orphanages, in- 
dustrial schools especially hospitals and dispensaries, agricultural centres where the 
Arabs could be brought into contact with the Missionaries: the Mohammedans could 
only be won through good works and the example of Christians. 

The orphanages have developed into three Christian Arab villages and there are 


mission stations among the Kabyle people. It is 
slow work, however, it shows that the Moham 
medans can be converted. The most prosperous 
mission fields are in Central Africa. In Uganda and 
Rwenzori vicariates, one will find the Mother House 
and Novitiate of the Native African Nuns - training 
schools for women teachers, other colleges and 
schools, hospitals: general and maternity. The leper 
hospital at Mua in Nyassaland is outstanding among 
several such institutions, the number of sick tended 
in one year was 5,144,357. Cardinal Lavigerie 
was very insisting on the duty of his Missionaries 
to care for the sick, and the children, for if these 
natives are properly cared and educated it will 
strengthen and train these souls to meet the tempta- 
tions and problems of life. 

In 1919 the first Native Nuns of Africa made their 
simple vows. They had been trained under the 
White Sisters and since then they have become an 
independent diocesan Congregation with their own 
Mother General and a rule approved by the Holy 
See. They take part in all the activities of the 
White Sisters, some have already gained teacher's 
certificates with distinction from government edu 
cational departments. With the aid of the Native 
Priests, it is to be hoped that ‘Africa will be con 
verted by Africans.'’ This is the end which these 
seventy years labor have achieved to a certain 
extent. 

“Africa's hour has struck” has been quoted to us 
by Pope Pius XI. It is impossible to over emphasize 
the crying need for Missionaries for these African 
Natives who are thirsting for religion, striving and 
praying day and night that they may attain to the 
practice of Christian virtue. 

To Our Blessed Mother we give thanks for these 
seventy years’ achievement and implore Her to 
obtain continual graces from Her Divine Son for 
our dear black brethren. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


To ransom a girl for Catholic marriage: 
Miss J. Desgasme, New York, N. Y. 
To ransom pagan babies: 
Mr. Leo Bigley, Lakevale, Ant. Co., N. S. 
Miss Mary B. Picha, Hutchinson, M nn. 
Lacordaire Academy, Upper Montclair, N. J.; 
2 babies. 
Miss Rose Rita Haggertz, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. Francis Xavier School, Waterbury, Conn.; 
3 babies. 
Holy Redeemer School, Sydney, N. S. 
For quinine: 
Mrs. J. Meixmer, Jr., St. Louis, Mo. 
Bread for the orphans: 
Mrs. Gertrude B. Yale, Glendale, Cal. 
Mrs. Eliza Desjardin, Pain Court, Ont. 
Miss Marta M. Santori, New York, N. Y. 
To dress a child for first holy communion: 
Miss Mary Darmofall, Detroit, Mich. 
Mrs. Alice Bernardi, Milford, Mass. 
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The Samo Kiddies 


( Concluded from page 70) 


The youngsters play till evening when 
they hurry home before sunset for fear 
of an unpleasant meeting with wild 
beasts. 


As to the little girls, they are very capri- 
cious and independent, but smart, clever 
and not less fond of freedom than their 
brothers; they roam about, just as much 
as the boys do, in search of wild fruits, 
berries, or fine flexible weeds to make 
pretty bracelets for their arms and ankles. 
Their household duty is to fetch wood for 
the fire and they gather such big loads 
at a time that it is a wonder how these 
little girls can carry so heavy bundles. 


When the cotton plant is in bloom, it is 
also the little girls’ duty to take care of it 
until picking time. They must guard it 
against the goats and sheep that pass 
by on their way to the pasturage. 


When they grow into girlhood they help 
to grind the corn between two heavy 
stones and to make the "ou” that consti- 
tutes the family meal. 


Since the White Sisters’ arrival in this 
interesting mission, the wild little Samos 
have greatly improved, and though it is 
hard for the Missionaries to give them a 
little schooling, they have succeeded in 
keeping them a few hours a day es- 
pecially to teach them Christian doctrine. 


The Samos are intelligent and like 
learning; the girls show ability in knitting 
and needlework; their progress in lace 
making is astonishing. 


It is to be hoped that this very in- 
teresting tribe of the Samos may soon be 
entirely evangelized, and this is what you 
can accomplish, dear Friends, especially 
you Junior American boys and girls, by 
your prayers and generosity. 
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“Sine Labe”, continued 
EFOR E his 
First Commun- 
ion and his en- 
try into college, it 
_was frailty, the 
frailty of ninety- 
nine in every hun- 
dred children, 
whereby they ap- 
ply themselves on- 
ly to things which 
stimulate their in- 
terest, and save under coercion, neglect 
the rest; that frailty which has given rise 
to a wholesale revision of our theories of 
child education. For a modern educa- 
tionalist does not blame the nature of the 
infant, he tries to lead it in its own way, 
for its own good. Disinclination to unin- 
teresting lessons, at least in the very 
young, is not called a fault, but a fact, 
a fact to which education must conform 
itself. 

Even after his First Holy Communion, 
and entry into college, he was still peda- 
gogically speaking an infant, in whom 
inattention is to be expected rather than 
deplored. But all the same he is grow- 
ing, and must learn to take an interest in 
distasteful studies. And it is here that he 
fails. But it is also here that we must be- 


The Three Marys 


( Concluded from page 72 ) 


new home, and so wished to join them. . 
Soon her wish became request: “Put me 
with them. Me and my baby.” And so it 
was that evening there were three Marys 
in the new hut, for some requests do not 
allow of refusal. 

Now.— The news spread far and wide 
that the White Sisters had a home for the 
homeless, and every day brings new 
wanderers. If only there were more space 
to lodge them in. . . . Marira is in the 
seventh heaven; Calixti, the baby, is 
growing chubby and charming. How 
many others applied and we would love 
to shelter if we only could. 

One more found place in the new 
home and was greeted by Marira. The 
newcomer was too ill to be refused. We 
are hoping that she too may find Faith as 
well as better health. What if she be- 
come “Mary of Egypt?” The name sug- 
gests itself for this wanderer from afar 
whose heart is still very pagan. 


The Virtues of Guy de Fontgalland by Rev. LL. McReavy. M. A. 


gin to take account of the great change 
which came over his life when he receiv- 
ed the call to die. 

With the call, his “morale” had received 
an irreparable blow, for if it is hard enough 
for the average child to perform unattract- 
ive tasks with a view to the future, it re- 
quired a superhuman effort in Guy, who 
had no future. He might have achieved 
the superhuman with the aid of an extra- 
ordinary grace, but to all appearances he 
received in this matter only the ordinary 
graces, and with them God left him to 
struggle through. 

And he did struggle. He resolved to 
conquer in order one day to become a 
priest. But blow succeeded blow; he was 
never to reach that far. Everything seemed 
to conspire against him; temperamentally 
he was not suited to this kind of work; 
humanly speaking every prop had been 
removed. He had already realised the 
vanity of human concerns before the 
Call; but after it, this realisation became 
inevitably the “‘leitmotif’ of his whole 
life. He might avoid melancholy, but he 
could not escape indifference. He simply 
could not summon up an interest in the 
mass of perishables that made’ up: his 
daily school life, which he knew’ might 
be gone from him on the morrow, and 
would certainly be gone before he could 


find use for them. (To Be Continued.) 


OBITUARY 


Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Rev. Fr. P. Kohl, W.F., Marienthal, 
Luxemburg. 

Rev. Fr. C. Dykshoorn, -W.F.,..Mwanza, 
Tanganyika. 

Rev. Fr. Dolan, Mittineague, Mass. 

Rev. Fr. Kanney, Ware, Mass. 

Sister M. Thecla, W.S., Mugera, Belgian 
Congo. 

Sister M. Yvonne, W.S., St. Charles, Algeria. 

Sister M. St. Yves, W.S., Mangu, Zanzibar. 

Sister M. Simon Pierre, W-.S., Gensac, 
France. 

Sister M. Ste. Eugenie, W.S., St. Charles, 
Algeria. 

Sister M. St. Gorgon, W.S., St. Charles, 
Algeria. 

Rev. S. Mary Paul Quinn, Mercy Sisters, 
Worcester, Mass. 

Mrs. Juan, Lowell, Mass. 

Miss Irene St. Hilaire, Lowell, Mass: 

Mrs. Murtaugh, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mrs. M. Maillet, Nova Scotia. 

Mr. John P. O'Connor, Toronto, Canada. 


R. I. P. 
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Nomenclature of the Missions 
in Which Che White Sisters Dabor 


ALGERIA FRENCH WEST AFRICA UGANDA 


Mother House Bamako 2 missions Bwanda 
Algiers 4 missions Bodo-Dioulasso Hoima 
Ain-el-Arba Kita Kisoubi 
Attafs Koupela Roubaga 
Birkadem Mandyakuy Toro 
Birmandries Ouagadougou 2 missions Villa Maria 
El-Affroun Toma 
Maison Carree Samoe RHODESIA 
Segou Cilubi 
TUNISIA | Cilubula 
Bizerte KENYA COLONY Ipusikiro 
Carthage Mangu Kayambi 
Kairouan Mombasa Lubwe 
Marsa Minga 
Souk-el-Arba NY ASSALAND 
Thibar Bembeke BELGIUM CONGO 
Tunis Secuiene Albertville 2 missions 
ua Baudoinville 
sa MOUNTAINS Dlcsteiiiee see 
Beni-Mengallet 2 missions TANGANYKA eo 
sg TERRITORY Kamisuku 
Djemaa-Saharidj Bukumbi - Se 
Iril-Ali Kagonda — 
Que @ hbos Kala a Fomulac 
Oued-Aissi Kate L e 
Taguemount-Azouz Karema Ma: ‘a idl 
Tizi-Ouzou _— _ 
isa 
SAHARA Mary Hill RWANDA URUNDI 
Ain-Sefra Mbulu Astrida 
Biskra 2 missions Mugana Issavi 2 missions 
El-Golea Mwansa Kabgaye 
Ghosdaie Mwazzie Katara 
Geryville Ndala Muguera 
Laghouat 2 missions Oujiji Muyaga 
Ouargla Ukerewe Nyondo 
Touggourt Ushirombo Rushubi 
- Sumwe Rwasa 
GOLD COAST Tabora Usumbura 
Navrongo Zimba Zaza 


In these 114 missions the White Sisters conduct 35 hospitals, 27 Maternity Hospitals, 
39 Baby Welfare Centers, 95 Dispensaries, 9 Leper Colonies and visit the sick at domicile. 
Thus, through the care of the body, souls are won for God. Then for the moral and 
social education of the women and girls the Sisters also conduct 55 workrooms, 102 schools 
— as high and normal — 47 orphanages, catechetical classes at the missions and, to 
lead chosen souls to the state of perfection, 14 native Novitiates. 


In order to maintain all these spiritual and corporal works of mercy, the White Sisters 
have recruiting houses, procures and sanatariums in BELGIUM, CANADA, ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, GERMANY, and HOLLAND. 

Would you not like to help in their works and share their merits? 

See inside of front cover. 
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AMERICAN POSTULATE 


Metuchen, New Jersey 


get: 
. 


ae oe 


The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of 
Africa, "White Sisters," was founded in 1869. Exclusively vowed to 
the Apostolate in Africa, the Sisters devote their lives to the 


natives in every work of mercy and charity . . . Catechetical, 
Medical, Educational. 


“This is the work to which I have consecrated my life. But what 
is the life of one man for such an undertaking; scarcely have I even 
outlined the work. I have been but the voice in the wilderness, calling 
those who are to mark out therein the road to the Gospel. 1 die then, 
beloved Africa, without having been able to do anything for you save 
suffer, and by my suffering, prepare for you apostles.” 


Cardinal Lavigerie (Our Founder ) 


A POSTULATE is now opened at the White Sisters Convent 
to receive American candidates who wish to devote their lives on 
the African Mission Field. There is scope for every talent. 


For further information write to: 


REVEREND MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS CONVENT, METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 
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